This document is a synthesis of the information available to teachers on the NZQA and TKI
websites.
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LEARNING LANGUAGES NEWSLETTER
Every quarter, on behalf of the Ministry of Education, Future Learning
Solutions – Centre for Languages produces a comprehensive newsletter
with information about what is happening in the language teaching
community. The newsletter has general information as well as subject
specific articles and stories.
If you would like to contribute or subscribe to the Learning Languages
newsletter, please contact Kath Doody, Programme Coordinator –
fls.languages@uniservices.co.nz

LEARNING LANGUAGES Facebook page - @FLS.Languages
Our social media page allows you to stay informed about what is happening
in Languages across the country – events, workshops, scholarships etc. Like
our page to remain informed and connected.

Here is a link to the New Zealand Sign Language page on the NZQA
website - New Zealand Sign Language Resource page you will find
links to all the NCEA levels, past examinations, assessments,
moderator reports etc.
NZQA NCEA internal assessment exemplars of student work - these are
not available for NZ sign language at present. Please check the website for
any updates. This provides exemplars of student work to help you with
your own judgements when marking internal assessments for your
students:

Other Resources for teachers:
•

The website, New Zealand Sign Language Teachers’
Association has valuable information for teachers. The link
https://www.teachsign.org.nz/nzslta/

•

NZQA NZSL facebook page: The link
https://www.facebook.com/New-Zealand-Sign-Language-NZQA1139871796032290/

•

NZSL Online Hub:
https://www.odi.govt.nz/nzsl/new-zealand-sign-languageonline-hub/

•

NZSL Online Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/NZSLonline/

MODERATOR NEWSLETTERS
The link above will take you to the webpage for the Moderator Newsletters.
These will now come out twice per year, and will give you updates and
information on any changes to NCEA. Please ensure that you check this page
from time to time, as the information they provide can be very important and
have a significant effect on the way you are assessing your students. The
moderator newsletters are for ALL languages in the learning languages area.
Examples from 2017 – 2018 include:

September 2018
Evidence requirements for standards
NZQA encourages innovative ways of collecting student evidence that may be used
for assessment purposes. This could include evidence that contributes to multiple
standards (integrated assessment), or different modes of collecting evidence such
as blogs, video clips, etc.
Teachers are reminded that students submitting evidence beyond the requirements
of a standard may impact on student workload. Additionally, a succinct response
addressing standard criteria is preferable to a large volume of student evidence that
may not necessarily deliver evidence of all the criteria of the standard(s) in
question.
For more information on gathering evidence, refer to Gathering evidence of
achievement.

Digital submission of Languages materials for moderation
Please see the guide to making digital submissions (DOCX, 85KB).
It is important that students in the Interaction standards are clearly identified – this is
beyond simply identifying the first speaker, e.g. if it is not video, then some sentences
in English which give an indication of what the assessed speaker says are required.

February 2017
The Ministry of Education published updated versions for the Level 3 Achievement
Standards in most subjects in November, 2016. The changes appear to be limited to a
new planned review date of 31 December 2018, and Explanatory Note 1 now including
a reference to Te Marautanga o Aotearoa for all subjects except Te Reo, English and
Learning Languages.
However, assessors are advised to check the revised Level 3 standards relating to their
programmes against the previous versions. Both the new and the previous versions
appear together on the relevant NZQA subject pages

For previous newsletters see link :
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/subjects/languages/moderator-newsletters/february2017
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New Zealand Sign Language L8: Context elaborations
Students are expected to engage with and respond clearly and critically to a variety of extended texts, including authentic
texts (those not created or modified specifically for language learners). They are expected to use the language more
variably (flexibly) and with greater effectiveness (fitness for purpose and appropriateness), at times in sustained
interactions and extended texts. They are expected to explore the views of others, develop and share personal
perspectives, and justify, support, or challenge ideas and opinions in different situations and on matters that are beyond
their immediate experience. In all their output, it is expected that students will use their developing knowledge of linguistic
and cultural forms to help them create meaning.
Context elaborations are examples for teacher guidance only. They should not be used as assessment tools.
Context and text type
Observations a student might make
Intercultural communicative competence

Example 1: Five Needles (Receptive)
NZSL L8: Example 1 – Film review

GLOSS

YOU KNOW WORLD WAR II NAZI GERMANY, KILL ++++ MILLION JEW+++
ME FINISH WATCH FILM “FIVE NEEDLES”, IN SEWING FACTORY. mcs-TRUE STORY OVER JEW WOMEN.

FIVE NEEDLES IX NAZI MAN GIVE+++ EACH. IF FIVE NEEDLES BREAK+++++ ONE DAY(sad-negation) IX PERSON
TAKE-AWAY DEATH.
DEAF WOMAN HAVE WHAT DOUBLE JEOPARDY THROUGH PRETEND IX-me PERSONAL HEARING SAME TIME
NEEDLES KEEP-IN-HAND-SAFE, VALUE. FIVE NEEDLES BREAK+++++ TERRIBLE-2h IF GUARD SUSPICIOUS,
(role shift) CATCH-ME DEAF WORSE WHY TAKE-AWAY DEATH NO-MATTER IF IX-me PERFECT SEW++.
IX FILM SAD ME mcs-QUEASY-EMOTION+++ WOMAN TAKE +++ CHARACTER URIT, STILL ALIVE ME LIKE IX mcsIX BEST+++-she ENCOURAGE IX-them THINK POSITIVE
SHE TELL DEAF WORTH, POSITIVE. SOME PEOPLE IX-they STILL LOVE YOU NO-MATTER IF YOU DEAF OR
HEARING. LONG AGO++, PEOPLE BELIEVE DEAF no-VALUE, DISABLE. IF GIVE IDEA, DEAF+ HEARING EQUAL,
MAKE THINK++++ WHY PEOPLE don’t TREAT DEAF SAME.
FILM WATCH FINISH IX-me RESEARCH ON-LINE FIND 2,000 DEAF CHILDREN DEATH HOW INJECTION OR
STARVATION NO FOOD. NAZIS THINK DEAF NOT neg-WORTH WHY GOVERNMENT FEED-them WHAT-for. WASTE
MONEY.
FILM IX mcs-SERIOUS++ WE LEARN (2 hand) TEND PAST mcs-AWFUL. DON’T WANT FUTURE HAPPEN AGAIN.
HUMAN RIGHTS IX MAKE SURE DEAF EQUAL SAME OTHER PEOPLE. SAME RELIGIONS+++ DIFFERENT +++
RESPECT.
Context and text type
A year 13 learner of NZSL reviews a film she has seen.
Text type
Vlog, informal. Receptive.
Observations a student might make concerning:
Information, ideas, and opinions through extended and varied texts
The signer explains the inhuman work conditions forced on Jewish women in Nazi sewing factories.
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"…if all five needles were broken before the end of the day, she would disappear never to be seen again.”
The signer uses double jeopardy as metaphor to show deep understanding of the dangers faced.
Deaf women faced double jeopardy because they had to pass as hearing as well as preserve their needles.
How the signer explores the views of others
The signer explores, through research, the Nazi view that it was acceptable to kill Deaf people:
…I researched and learned nearly 2,000 Deaf children were killed by lethal injection or starvation in Germany
because the Nazis thought that they weren’t useful members of society, they were “useless eaters” so feeding
them was wasteful.
How the signer develops and shares personal perspectives
The signer shares her admiration of the main character:
However, I admired the main character, Urit, the sole survivor, as she gave strength to the other women by telling
them the advantages of being Deaf.
The signer shares how she felt while watching the film:
I found this film to be sad and emotional as one by one the women were taken away.
How the signer justifies their own ideas and opinions
The signer justifies her admiration of Urit’s positive effect on the other Deaf women.
She told the women that there would be people who would love them for who they were, an idea that would have
been thought provoking for the other Deaf women at the time.
How the signer supports or challenges the ideas and opinions of others
The signer challenges the views of the Nazis that Jews and Deaf were useless eaters and that it was acceptable to kill
them, by making a generalisation:
Five Needles highlights our need to learn from mistakes of the past…
How linguistic meaning is conveyed across languages
A directional verb, to threaten, is signed two handed to show that the Deaf women faced risks for two reasons.
Deaf women faced double jeopardy…
Conditionals are used to explain Deaf women faced greater threat than hearing women.
If a guard suspected that a woman was Deaf, she would be taken away to be killed immediately, even if her sewing
was perfect.
How the language in the text is used to express cultural meanings
The signer leaned forward, nodded her head and had eyebrows down when introducing the topic in order to hook the
audience in. In English a speaker would use a rhetorical question to hook the audience.
Spatial reference with a classifier is used to indicate women sitting around a table in the sewing factory. In English a
speaker would not need to say the women were seated at a table.
The signer signed the verb "to sew" repeatedly with a grim facial expression to indicate the action continued for a long
time. In English this meaning would be conveyed by using the words "for a long time".
Opportunities for developing intercultural communicative competence
Students could use the framework of this context elaboration to analyse the features of text types in different languages.
They could reflect on how the analysis has contributed to their own linguistic and cultural knowledge. They could sign a
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vlog post expressing their views on an issue of local or international interest in order to demonstrate their new
understanding.
Students could explore Deaf experiences at different points in time and make comparisons with society today. They could
find out how practices, beliefs, and values have changed over time. What texts could they use to investigate these
changes? What text types could they use to present the results of their research?
Return to previous pageLast updated January 25, 2017
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NZSL L8: Example 2
Context and
text
type
Examples showing how the student
Intercultural communicative competence

Example 2: Pressures to be online (Interactive)
NZSL L8: Example 2 – Pressures to be online

GLOSS
WHINA
Y/NQ
IX-you KNOW IX-that ARTICLE “ON-LINE COMMUNITYIY” WE-two READ FINISH. WE AGREE RESEARCH AND
SHARE IX-them
LEI
NOD, TEENAGERS WORLD-IX +++ INTERESTING READ+++ DIFFERENT++ STORY ALL SAY SAME THING.
NEG
IX-they MUST ON-LINE WANT MISS ANYTHING DISCONNECT FRIEND++.
WHINA
ONE GIRL IX-she FROM GERMANY REALISE IX-she ON-LINE 6 HOURS. IX-she SEE FRIEND WHAT-2h++ AND
WATCH DIFFERENT++ VIDEO. FINE++ NOTHING WRONG. INTERNET LIKE poss-HER BEST FRIEND.
LEI
NEG
IX-me THINK IX-you FINISH READ IX ARTICLE. IX-me FINISH READ IX-she MUST ON-LINE MAKE-SURE POSS-her
FRIEND NOT GOSSIP ABOUT POSS-her.
WHINA
TEENAGERS TEND WAY. EH BIG PROBLEM.
LEI
IX- you FINISH READ ABOUT POSS-her PAST. WHEN IX-she DISCONNECT INTERNET SHE FEEL ISOLATED, LOW-

CONFIDENT. TERRIBLE-2h EXPERIENCE.
WHINA
NEG
BUT ALL TEENAGER NAH++ ONE GIRL IX THAT-ALL-2h
LEI
NAH++ IX-me FINISH READ “BRITISH HEALTH EDUCATION SURVEY” IX SAY ON-LINE LONG-TIME MAKE SELFCONFIDENCE-DOWN. NOT ONE GIRL HAVE+++
WHINA
TRUE++ LAST YEAR I READ TERRIBLE ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE ON-LINE. IX-you SEE SURVEY AGE 11-17 ONLINE BULLY++ (rh-q)-HOW-MANY, 35%.
LEI
8
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NOD CENSUS-DATA SAY IX-location NZ 80% HOUSE HAVE INTERNET. IX-me GUESS WE NEED AWARE ABOUT
YOUNG PEOPLE ONLINE LOT. RISK. HOW WE STOP IX-that BUT LOOK-AFTER OURSELVES PLUS FRIENDS.
WHINA
NOD, DOESNT-MATTER WHICH COUNTRY IX-you LIVE. EVERYONE ACCESS INTERNET ANYWAY.
Context and text type
This is a conversation between two year 13 student learners of NZSL: Whina and Lei. They are discussing their research
into pressure on high school students to be online.
Text type
Conversation, informal. Interactive.
Examples showing how the student is:
Communicating information, ideas, and opinions through extended and varied texts
Whina links survey data and online articles with a personal reflection about herself and her friends:
… census data shows 80% of houses in NZ have internet. I guess we all have to be aware of how connected
young people are. There are risks being online. I’m not sure what can be done to stop it but look after ourselves
and our friends.
Lei considered the similarities in the articles she read and summarised them:
Even though they were from different countries they all seemed to say the same thing. They needed to be online
so that they didn’t miss out on anything from their friends.
Exploring the views of others
Lei used results from a survey to provide evidence that pressures to be online cause harm for teenagers:
No! I read a British Health Education Survey that showed when teenagers spend a lot of time online, their selfconfidence goes down, so it’s not just one girl.
Developing and sharing personal perspectives
Lei develops her personal perspective that teenagers feel pressured to be online:
They needed to be online so that they didn’t miss out on anything from their friends.
No! I read a British Health Education Survey that showed when teenagers spend a lot of time online, their selfconfidence goes down…
Justifying own ideas and opinions
Each student uses survey results to justify opinions:
Did you see the McAfee survey that said 35% of 11–17 year olds get bullied online?
Census data shows 80% of houses in NZ have internet.
Supporting or challenging the ideas and opinions of others
Lei repeatedly challenged Whina’s interpretation of the issues for teenagers:
Actually I don’t think you read all of that article! I read the girl felt she needed to be online to check on her friends
and to make sure nobody was gossiping about her.
Didn’t you read about her bad experiences in the past and she felt isolated and less confident when not online?
Whina responded to Lei by questioning Lei’s use of only one teenager:
But that is just how one girl felt, not all teenagers. You can’t generalise from one example.
Engaging in sustained interactions and producing extended texts
9
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Both students show they are engaging in a sustained interaction by challenging each other’s ideas, listening to differing
viewpoints and reaching a consensus. Through this extended interaction, Whina changes her view on the effect of
pressures to be online:
Oh…Well… true… that matches articles I read last year explaining some terrible incidents involving young people
as a result of being online.
Exploring how linguistic meaning is conveyed across languages
Whina indicates that she understands there are a number of different articles that match Lei’s opinion by repeating the
sign "match".
Analysing how the use of the language expresses cultural meanings
Lei uses a hand-wave negation signal, combined with facial expression (negative) to create a softer negation because
they are in a conversation, not an argument.
Opportunities for developing intercultural communicative competence
Students could explore how agreement and disagreement are expressed in different cultural situations.
Students could watch a variety of signed texts and identify the uses of yes and no. They could prepare and take part in a
role play that explains the different uses of yes and no in NZSL and English.
Students could also compare and contrast the use of modals in spoken English and NZSL. As a result, they could share
how their language and cultural knowledge have developed and led to improvements in their own signing.
Student could explore factors that influence confidence in teenagers in New Zealand and another country. Factors could
include behaviour of friends, family relationships, involvement in sport and community groups, success at school and
appearance. They could reflect on factors that influence their personal confidence.
Students could research and prepare a vlog giving advice about being safe online.
Return to previous pageLast updated January 25, 2017
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NZSL L8: Example 3
Context and
text
type
Examples showing how the student
Intercultural communicative competence

Example 3: Migration (Productive)
NZSL L8: Example 3 – Migration

GLOSS
rhq
LONG AGO, NZ LOTS MIGRATION FROM WHERE, BRITAIN point-ref. WHEN NZ 2006-2013, ASIAN MIGRATION
INCREASE 33%
t

t

VIEW NZ PEOPLE, FEEL NEGATIVE+++ OVER MIGRATION. ASIA NZ FOUNDATION SURVEY
SHOW, HALF NEW ZEALAND PEOPLE , POSITIVE OVER ASIAN MIGRATION
1/3RD NZ PEOPLE FEEL JOB TAKE AWAY +++++ GREYPOWER SAY OLDER PEOPLE FEEL NZ SOCIETY
CHANGE+++ FAST!!!++
OPINION, FEEL BIAS STRONG. NOT-all FACT RECEIVE YET.
SPOONLEY SAY MIGRANT THROUGH SKILL, HAVE ++++ GOOD, SETTLE HERE NZ GOOD
OTHER FACT, 1. MAJORITY NEW ZEALAND EUROPEAN 69%, (SHIFT)
2. MAORI 2nd MAJORITY 14.6%
3.

ASIAN 9.2%

4. PACIFIC ISLAND 6.9 %

GREYPOWER THREAT, FEEL THROUGH 9% ASIAN MIGRATION.
WE (all) NEED HONEST OVER HISTORY MIGRATION. WE-all MIGRANTS PAST.
NO-MATTER 1ST GENERATION, 5TH GENERATION MANY MIGRANTS+++ FOLLOW KIWI WAY THROUGH
BEHAVIOUR, EATING, TALKING.
t
STATS NZ INFORMATION ANCESTORS +++++ (point upwards) PROUD ARRIVE NEW ZEALAND START FRESH.
t
NATIONAL VALUE+++ THROUGH SELF-RELIANCE, HARD WORK++, LOOK-AFTER OTHER PEOPLE.
OUR ANCESTOR EXPERIENCE PASS DOWN INFORMATION SHARING. QUEUE+++ BLOCK. FAIR?
Context and text type
A NZSL speech on the positive and negative effects of migration on NZ society, based on information from a newspaper
article.
Text type
Speech, Formal. Productive.
11
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Examples showing how the student is:
Communicating information, ideas, and opinions through extended and varied texts
The signer explains that most migrants used to come from Britain, with examples that accentuate how similar these
migrants were to the majority of the population of New Zealanders at that time. By accentuating the similarities, the signer
implies that the New Zealanders did not feel threatened by these migrants.
In the past, the highest number of migrants came from Britain. They looked like, behaved like, ate and sounded
like the majority of Kiwis.
The signer uses repetition of the imperative "think" at the beginning of statements to support the view that migration is
beneficial for this country. The use of the repeated command to think encourages the viewer to engage in the topic and
alerts them to the fact that views from one side of the argument are being presented. Think about the other view.
Consider the facts
Exploring the views of others
The signer uses information from a survey to explore the view that some New Zealanders find it difficult to see migration
as a positive thing for the country:
A survey by the Asia NZ Foundation found that only half of New Zealanders feel positive about Asian migration.
A third of respondents felt that their jobs were being taken away.
Developing and sharing personal perspectives
The idea that New Zealand’s national values are derived from migrant beliefs is developed. The signer uses a rhetorical
question to share a personal perspective that we should allow other people to have the opportunity to live in NZ.
Our national values of self-reliance, hard work and caring for others were built on the shared experience of our
ancestors. Why should we slam the door on others?
Justifying own ideas and opinions
The signer uses a quote from an expert to justify a personal opinion that negative attitudes towards migration are based
on prejudice.
…Massey’s Professor Spoonley points out there are advantages in encouraging skilled migrants to put down roots
and contribute to NZ society.
Supporting or challenging the ideas and opinions of others
The signer challenges the negative view of migration expressed by Grey Power, by using data to show that Asians make
up only a small percentage of migrants:
…the majority of New Zealand’s population is of European descent (69%), with the indigenous Maori being the
largest minority (14.6%), followed by Asians (9.2%)…..
Second example
The signer uses an additive conjunction to support the argument that New Zealanders find it difficult to see migration as a
positive thing for the country.
Furthermore (sign also), Grey Power claims that older citizens feel threatened by the speed of change to NZ
society.
Engaging in sustained interactions and producing extended texts
The signer extends the interaction by linking a question in paragraph five back to a statement in paragraph two:
Question: Why is Grey power threatened by 9%?
Statement: Furthermore, Grey Power claims that older citizens are threatened by the speed of change to NZ
society.
Exploring how linguistic meaning is conveyed across languages
12
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A notional timeline is used to give information about when the sharp increase in Asian migration occurred.
From 2006–2013
The use of signing space also makes visually clear which side of the argument is being supported. “View” is signed by the
left hand or right hand to indicate which side of the argument is being discussed.
Analysing how the use of the language expresses cultural meanings
The multi-channel sign "shift" is used when listing the ethnic groups in New Zealand society. These groups are signed,
spatially, in descending order of size.
…European (69%), Maori (14.6%), Asians (9.2%) Pacific Islanders (6.9%).
Opportunities for developing intercultural communicative competence
Students could compare and contrast the techniques used by speakers and signers to keep an audience engaged in a
speech. For example, the use of repetition in Martin Luther King’s “I have a Dream” speech.
Students could investigate the use of rhetorical questions in English and NZSL and sign examples to show causation, to
involve the audience in a narrative or to draw attention to a topic or a piece of information.
Students could explore their own or classmates’ cultural heritages and their influence on New Zealand’s culture.
Return to previous pageLast updated January 25, 2017
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NCEA Level 3 Languages
Conditions of Assessment
General Information
Subject Reference

Languages

Domain

New Zealand Sign Language

Level

3

This document provides guidelines for assessment against internally assessed standards.
Guidance is provided on:
appropriate ways of, and conditions for, gathering evidence
ensuring that evidence is authentic
any other relevant advice specific to an achievement standard.
NB: It is expected that teachers are familiar with additional generic guidance on
assessment practice in schools published on the NZQA website. This should be read in
conjunction with these Conditions of Assessment.
This document should be read in conjunction with The New Zealand Curriculum (Ministry
of Education, 2007).
For All Standards
Internal assessment provides considerable flexibility in the collection of evidence.
Evidence can be collected in different ways to suit a range of teaching and learning styles
and a range of contexts of teaching and learning. Care needs to be taken to allow students
opportunities to present their best evidence against the standard(s) that are free from
unnecessary constraints.
It is recommended that the design of assessment reflects and reinforces the ways
students have been learning. Collection of evidence for the internally assessed standards
could include, but is not restricted to, an extended task, an investigation, digital evidence
(such as recorded interviews, vlogs or film) or a portfolio of evidence.
A separate assessment event is not needed for each standard. Often assessment can be
integrated into one activity that collects evidence towards two or three different standards
from a programme of learning. Evidence can also be collected over time from a range of
14
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linked activities (for example, in a portfolio).This approach can also ease the assessment
workload for both students and teachers.
Effective assessment should suit the nature of the learning being assessed, provide
opportunities to meet the diverse needs of all students and be valid and fair.
Where manageable, and after further learning has taken place, students may be offered a
maximum of one further opportunity for assessment against an assessment standard
within a year.
Authenticity of student evidence needs to be assured regardless of the method of
collecting evidence. This needs to be in line with school policy. For example, for an
investigation carried out over several sessions, this could include teacher observations or
the use of milestones such as meetings with students, journal or photographic entries
recording progress etc.
Unmodified extracts from any external source should not be included without
acknowledgement of sources and will not be considered for the final achievement
judgement.

Specific Information for Individual Internal Achievement Standards
Achievement Standard Number

91822 New Zealand Sign Language 3.1

Title

Demonstrate understanding of a variety of
extended New Zealand Sign Language texts.

Number of Credits

5

Version

1

This achievement standard involves viewing a range of texts and showing understanding
by expanding on relevant information and varied perspectives from the texts with
supporting detail.
Contexts for the text types should arise naturally from teaching and learning. The language
in the texts viewed should not be in advance of curriculum level 8. At this level students
will show evidence of understanding language in extended texts that share information and
varied perspectives on both concrete and abstract matters.
Structure of the tasks
Tasks should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate understanding across a
range of texts for a range of purposes, and enable achievement at all levels. Student
understanding will be demonstrated in response to a question or questions about the text.
Assessing the collection of evidence
The grade will be awarded for the collection of responses to texts assessed as a whole,
i.e. each response will not be assessed individually, rather the grade will be derived from
the overall quality of the work. Students must show that they are working consciously and
reasonably consistently at the level rather than accidentally and occasionally.
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Provided the evidence demonstrates the required understanding the length of evidence
may vary. However, at all times quality is more important than quality.
Time
The sample tasks suggest the time for each text viewed should be about four to five
minutes.
Sufficiency of evidence
A variety of extended New Zealand Sign Language texts involves at least two texts.
Language
Whether a student answers in English, te reo Māori or New Zealand Sign Language,
incorrect language or grammar will only affect the award of a grade if the student’s
understanding of the text is not clear.

Achievement Standard Number

91823 New Zealand Sign Language 3.2

Title

Give a clear presentation in New Zealand Sign
Language that communicates a critical response to
stimulus material

Number of Credits

3

Version

1

This achievement standard involves communicating a critical response by explaining and
justifying a viewpoint in New Zealand Sign Language.
Sufficiency of Evidence
Provided the evidence given meets the communicative purpose(s) of the task(s), the
length of the evidence may vary however at all times, quality is more important than
length.
It is suggested that the presentation be approximately 3-4 minutes.
Where a presentation is made by a group, each person will be assessed individually.
Feedback and Feed Forward
Teachers may provide suitable feedback and feed forward during the preparation phase of
the presentation.
Teacher feedback and feed forward on student’s drafts should be holistic to ensure the
final presentation remains a true representation of the student’s ability. More than one
opportunity for feedback could compromise authenticity.
Presentation
This standard assesses the student’s ability to present to an audience. The audience will
be determined by the purpose of the presentation e.g. a YouTube clip, a speech
competition, a podcast to an exchange school.
16
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Communication is the focus of the assessment. The presentation may be supported by
prepared notes, cue cards, props, and other supporting material but they may not read
directly from notes.
Aids to memory such as those suggested above should not detract from the presentation.

Achievement Standard Number

91824 New Zealand Sign Language 3.3

Title

Interact clearly using NZ Sign Language to explore
and justify varied ideas and perspectives in
different situations

Number of Credits

6

Version

1

This achievement standard involves finding out about, evaluating, accounting for and
sustaining own views, and giving explanations or evidence to support or challenge the
ideas and perspectives of others.
Sufficiency of Evidence
A range of interactions involves at least two interactions.
Tasks should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate language use across a
range of contexts and for a range of purposes, and enable achievement at all levels.
Provided the evidence given meets the communicative purpose(s) of the task(s), the
length of the evidence may vary. However at all times, quality is more important than
length.
Four minutes is a suggested guideline for appropriate length.
Where an interaction involves more than one person being assessed, each person will be
assessed individually.
In interactions, there is a level of spontaneity not apparent in prepared oral presentations.
Features of interactions which contribute to natural communication include such things as:
referring back to things that have already been said
clarifying
negotiating meaning
using colloquial and formulaic expressions appropriate for the contexts.
Collection of Evidence
Evidence should be collected by digital video recording.
Feedback and Feed Forward
Teacher feedback and feed forward after viewing interactions may improve students’
understanding of the interaction criteria for future interactions.
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Achievement Standard Number

91825 New Zealand Sign Language 3.5

Title

Sign a variety of text types in clear new Zealand
Sign Language to explore and justify varied ideas
and perspectives

Number of Credits

6

Version

1

This achievement standard involves signing texts and evaluating and giving explanations
or evidence to support own ideas and perspectives as well as supporting or challenging
those of others.
Text type
The context and/or purpose and/or text type will be different for each piece.
Evidence
A range of commonly used resources may be used to support drafting and reworking.
These include search engines, NZSL online dictionaries, pamphlets, text books, grammar
notes, people – friends, family, native signers. Students need to sign texts to fulfil
communicative intents that are as realistic as possible.
Sufficiency of Evidence
A variety of texts involves at least two pieces of signing.
Tasks should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate language in different
contexts and for a range of purposes, and enable achievement at all levels. Provided the
evidence meets the communicative purpose(s) of the task(s), the length of the evidence
may vary however at all times, quality is more important than length.
Six to eight minutes is a suggested guideline for appropriate length.
Collection of Evidence
Evidence of at least two text types should be collected. This ensures that the assessor has
sufficient evidence to attest that a student is working at the specified level reasonably
consistently rather than accidentally and occasionally. Selection of evidence would be
made by the student. The final selection is considered as a whole for grade allocation.
Feedback and Feed Forward
Teacher and/or peer feedback and feed forward may be provided where drafting and
reworking is a feature of the signing task.
Teacher feedback and feed forward on student’s drafts should be holistic to ensure the
final product remains a true representation of the student’s ability. More than one
opportunity for feedback could compromise authenticity.
Accuracy is not a criterion of the standard and not an expectation for Excellence. Most
second language learners make errors. Complex language, with few or no errors, may
indicate that too much feedback has been given.
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Achievement Standard
Subject Reference

New Zealand Sign Language 3.1

Title

Demonstrate understanding of a variety of extended New Zealand
Sign Language texts

Level

3

Credits

5

Subfield

Languages

Domain

New Zealand Sign Language

Assessment

Status

Registered

Status date

Planned review date

31 December 2020 Date version published

Internal

17 November 2016
17 November 2016

This achievement standard involves demonstrating understanding of a variety of extended
New Zealand Sign Language (NZSL) texts.
Achievement Criteria
Achievement

Achievement with Merit

Achievement with
Excellence

• Demonstrate
understanding of a variety
of extended New Zealand
Sign Language texts

• Demonstrate clear
understanding of a variety
of extended New Zealand
Sign Language texts.

• Demonstrate thorough
understanding of a variety
of extended New Zealand
Sign Language texts.

Explanatory Notes
1

This achievement standard is derived from the Learning Languages learning area,
Communication strand, Curriculum Level 8 of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning
Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to the material in the Teaching and
Learning Guide for Languages, Ministry of Education, at
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2

Demonstrate understanding involves making meaning of NZSL by responding in their
choice of NZSL, English and/or Te Reo Māori to the information and varied
perspectives of the sign language that is viewed.
Demonstrate clear understanding involves selecting relevant information and varied
perspectives from the texts and communicating them unambiguously.
Demonstrate thorough understanding involves expanding on relevant information and
varied perspectives from the texts with supporting detail. Evidence shows
understanding of the implied meanings or conclusions within the text.
19

v2020

© New Zealand Qualifications Authority 2017

Number

AS91822

Version

1

Page 2 of 2

3

A variety of NZSL texts refers to different types of signed communications e.g. media
extracts on topics of personal and/or community interest, conversations, short stories,
reports. Some of the texts will reflect the relationship between language and Deaf
culture and be adapted as appropriate.

4

Extended refers to developed texts on both concrete and abstract matters. This may
include texts that develop a line of argument.

5

Evidence may include:
● clarifying information, ideas and opinions.
● summarising information, ideas and opinions.
● producing, annotating, amending, and completing visual representations of ideas
e.g. maps, sketches, diagrams.
● retelling signed statements for a different or specific purpose e.g. making a
recommendation or giving advice.

6.

Conditions of Assessment related to this achievement standard can be found at
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.

Quality Assurance
1

Providers and Industry Training Organisations must have been granted consent to
assess by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against
achievement standards.

2

Organisations with consent to assess and Industry Training Organisations assessing
against achievement standards must engage with the moderation system that applies
to those achievement standards.
Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference
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Internal Assessment Resource
Languages Level 3
This resource supports assessment against Achievement Standard
91822
Standard title:

Demonstrate understanding of a variety of
extended New Zealand Sign Language
texts

Credits:

5

Resource title:

Poverty

Resource reference: Languages 3.1A New Zealand Sign
Language
This resource:
•

Clarifies the requirements of the standard

•

Supports good assessment practice

•

Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance
process

•

Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school
environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic

Date version published
by Ministry of Education

January 2017

Authenticity of evidence

Teachers must manage authenticity for any
assessment from a public source, because students
may have access to the assessment schedule or
student exemplar material.

To support internal assessment from 2017

Using this assessment resource without modification
may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The
teacher may need to change figures, measurements or
data sources or set a different context or topic to be
investigated or a different text to read or perform.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91822
Standard title:

Demonstrate understanding of a variety
of extended New Zealand Sign
Language texts

Credits:

5

Resource title:

Poverty

Resource reference:

Languages 3.1A New Zealand Sign
Language
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and
consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the
achievement standard. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain
information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the
standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting
This activity requires students to demonstrate thorough understanding of an
extended NZSL text on both concrete and abstract matters.
You will need to select or create a text in NZSL that ensures achievement at each
level of the standard is possible. The activity provided is only an example to show
how evidence can be collected. To ensure the authenticity of student responses, the
activity provided cannot be used without significant re-contextualisation, as the film
and indicative responses are available online.
Students should have opportunities throughout the year to gather evidence of viewing
and understanding New Zealand Sign Language. A single event would not provide
enough evidence to adequately assess achievement against the standard.
Students will provide at least two pieces of evidence throughout the year. Final
grades will be decided by the teacher using professional judgment based on an
holistic examination of a minimum of two pieces of student evidence.

Conditions
This is an individual assessment task.
Students will have been exposed to a variety of vocabulary and language structures
specific to the chosen theme and relevant to Level 8 of the New Zealand Curriculum.

Resource requirements
Video recording equipment will be required for students answering in NZSL.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017

22

Page 2 of 7

v2020

Internal assessment resource Languages 3.1A NZSL for Achievement Standard 91822
PAGE FOR TEACHER USE

Additional information
This resource material should be read in conjunction with:
the Senior Secondary Teaching and Learning Guides for Languages:
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz/
Authenticity considerations are on NZQA website:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-andmoderation/assessment-of-standards/generic-resources/authenticity/
NCEA Level 3 Languages NZSL Conditions of Assessment:
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards

Poverty
Video link
This assessment activity requires students to watch a film clip about global poverty
issues and demonstrate thorough understanding of the text by answering a series of
questions.
The film will be shown three times: the first time, the students will watch the film as a
whole. The second and third times, students will view the film in sections, with a
pause after each. Before the film begins, students will have a short time to preview
the questions.
Students watch may make notes as they watch. You may choose to provide
preformatted sheets for students to use when making their notes.
The questions can be answered in either NZSL or English or te reo Māori. However,
answers given in NZSL must not be lifted directly from the film because the purpose
of the task is to assess comprehension, not recall. Comprehension of information
must be demonstrated.
Students who choose to answer in NZSL must be recorded in such a way that their
responses are not able to be seen and copied by others who are doing the task at
the same time.

Questions
You have watched a film clip about global poverty issues.
1.

Use the information in the film to explain the presenter’s perspective on poverty.
Expand on relevant information with supporting details from the text.
Write your answer in the box provided.

The presenter’s perspective on poverty with supporting details.

2. According to the text what are the causes and effects of poverty? Expand on
relevant evidence with detail from the text to support your answer.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017

23

Page 3 of 7

v2020

Internal assessment resource Languages 3.1A NZSL for Achievement Standard 91822
PAGE FOR TEACHER USE

Write your answer in the box provided.
Causes and effects of poverty, with supporting details.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Internal assessment resource
Achievement standard: 91822
Standard title:

Demonstrate understanding of a variety
of extended New Zealand Sign
Language texts

Credits:

5

Resource title:

Poverty

Resource reference:

Languages 3.1A New Zealand Sign
Language
Student instructions

Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate thorough understanding of an
extended New Zealand Sign Language text. You will view a film in NZSL then answer
questions, give opinions and justify your responses based on information in the text.
The context for this activity is a presentation on global poverty.
You will be assessed on how thoroughly you demonstrate your understanding.
The following instructions provide you with a structure to achieve success in this
standard by demonstrating what you have learnt.
Teacher note: Other contexts could be biodiversity, global warming or fair trade.
Contexts should be drawn from the teaching and learning programme so
students are familiar with the language being viewed.

Task
You will be required to complete at least two viewing activities throughout the year.
Each will be an individual activity. You will view a film in NZSL and may answer
questions in English, te reo Māori or NZSL.
The evidence collected from these viewing activities will be used to make an holistic
judgement on your overall grade.
Successful viewing involves:
understanding what you have viewed,
identifying the main information and varied perspectives,
selecting relevant information and perspectives,
expanding with supporting details from the text to justify your answers.
Before the film begins, you will have time to preview the questions. You will watch the
film THREE times. Use the pauses to make viewing notes to help you answer the
questions.
The first time, you will view the film as a whole.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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The second and third times, you will view the film in sections, with a pause after
each.
At the end of the passage, you will have a few minutes to review your notes.
You should attempt all questions.
All work must be your own.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Assessment schedule: Languages 91822 New Zealand Sign Language - Poverty
Evidence/Judgements for Achievement

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
with Merit

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with
Excellence

The student demonstrates understanding of a
variety of extended New Zealand Sign
Language texts on concrete and abstract
matters.
The student submits evidence from at least two
tasks in different contexts and for different
purposes.
The student views two films in NZSL and
responds to the information and varied
perspectives viewed.
The student makes meaning of the information
and perspectives in the text. Overall, the general
messages are understood. The response is
consistent.

The student demonstrates clear understanding of
a variety of extended New Zealand Sign
Language texts on concrete and abstract matters.
The student submits evidence from at least two
tasks from different contexts and for different
purposes.
The student views two films in NZSL and
responds to the information and varied
perspectives viewed.
The student demonstrates a clear understanding
of the messages in the text by selecting relevant
information and varied perspectives from the text
and communicating them unambiguously.

The student demonstrates thorough understanding of a
variety of extended New Zealand Sign Language texts on
concrete and abstract matters.
The student submits evidence from at least two tasks
from different contexts and for different purposes.
The student views two films in NZSL and responds to the
information and varied perspectives viewed.
The student demonstrates a thorough understanding of
the messages in the text by expanding with supporting
detail on relevant information and varied perspectives the
text and showing understanding of the implied meanings
or conclusions within the text.

For example (note this is a partial extract only):
Question 1
• Poverty is not fair. The poor don’t have
enough money to live on. Rich people should
not ignore the problem.
Or question 2
• One cause is losing a job and not being able
to get another. Another cause is war that
causes people to flee and take nothing.
The examples above are indicative samples
only.

For example (note this is a partial extract only):
Question 1
• Poverty is not fair, and data shows half the
children in the world are in poverty. It is
shocking that poor people cannot get out of the
poverty trap.
Or question 2
• Causes and effects are related. If you lose
your job and can’t find another, you become
poor. If you have no money, you can’t pay for
good food or housing. You cannot change your
life and are stuck in poverty.

For example (note this is a partial extract only):
Question 1
• Poverty is not fair and statistics are shocking,
especially for children, who cannot change their lives.
It is not right for people to live in poverty, unable to
improve their situations, while the rich ignore them.
Or question 2
• Poverty divides people because it causes inequality.
The rich have almost all the money and the poor are
caught in a poverty trap. For example, poor children
cannot go to school because they have to work. No
education means they cannot improve their lives.
Wages are low so there is no spare money for better
food or housing.

The examples above are indicative samples only.
The examples above are indicative samples only.

The final grade will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the
Achievement Standard.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Achievement Standard
Subject Reference

New Zealand Sign Language 3.2

Title

Give a clear presentation in New Zealand Sign Language that
communicates a critical response to stimulus material

Level

3

Credits

3

Subfield

Languages

Domain

New Zealand Sign Language

Assessment

Internal

Status

Registered

Status date

17 November 2016

Planned review date

31 December 2020

Date version published

17 November 2016

This achievement standard involves giving a clear presentation in New Zealand Sign
Language (NZSL) that communicates a critical response to stimulus material.
Achievement Criteria
Achievement

Achievement with Merit

Achievement with
Excellence

• Give a clear presentation
in New Zealand Sign
Language that
communicates a critical
response to stimulus
material.

• Give a clear, convincing
presentation in New
Zealand Sign Language
that communicates a
critical response to
stimulus material.

• Give a clear, effective
presentation in New
Zealand Sign Language
that communicates a
critical response to
stimulus material.

Explanatory Notes
1

This achievement standard is derived from the Learning Languages learning area,
Communication strand, Curriculum Level 8 of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning
Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to the material in the Teaching and
Learning Guide for Languages, Ministry of Education, at
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2

Give a clear presentation involves explaining and justifying a viewpoint in NZSL.
Communication is achieved overall, despite inconsistencies in:
● articulation of signs
● vocabulary choice
● sign order (syntax)
● facial grammar and expression
● use of space for reference
● fluency and pace of delivery.
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Give a clear, convincing presentation involves explaining and justifying a viewpoint,
in NZSL that is generally credible and connected. A range of language and language
features are selected and used that are fit for purpose and audience.
Communication is not significantly hindered by inconsistencies.
Give a clear, effective presentation involves explaining and justifying a viewpoint, in
NZSL that is controlled and integrated. A range of language and language features
are capably selected and successfully used that are fit for purpose and audience.
Communication is not hindered by inconsistencies.
3

Clear refers to language that gives no doubt as to intended meaning.

4

Critical response refers to a presentation which includes analysis, interpretation, or
evaluation of stimulus material.

5

Stimulus material refers to any linguistically appropriate material used as a starting
point for a presentation, such as text, poster, vlog, literature, TV, film, personal
experience or the observation of cultural practices. Contexts may be concrete or
abstract. The stimulus material may either be chosen by the student or provided by
the assessor.

6

Conditions of Assessment related to this achievement standard can be found at
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.

Quality Assurance
1

Providers and Industry Training Organisations must have been granted consent to
assess by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against
achievement standards.

2

Organisations with consent to assess and Industry Training Organisations assessing
against achievement standards must engage with the moderation system that applies
to those achievement standards.
Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference
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Internal Assessment Resource
Languages Level 3
This resource supports assessment against Achievement Standard
91823
Standard title:

Give a clear presentation in New Zealand
Sign Language that communicates a critical
response to stimulus material

Credits:

3

Resource title:

Reviewing a cultural activity

Resource reference: Languages 3.2A New Zealand Sign
Language
This resource:
•

Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

•

Supports good assessment practice

•

Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance
process

•

Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school
environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic

Date version published
by Ministry of Education

January 2017

Authenticity of evidence

Teachers must manage authenticity for any
assessment from a public source, because students
may have access to the assessment schedule or
student exemplar material.

To support internal assessment from 2017

Using this assessment resource without modification
may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The
teacher may need to change figures, measurements or
data sources or set a different context or topic to be
investigated or a different text to read or perform.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017

30

Page 1 of 6

v2020

Internal assessment resource Languages 3.2A NZSL for Achievement Standard 91823
PAGE FOR TEACHER USE

Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91823
Standard title:

Give a clear presentation in New
Zealand Sign Language that
communicates a critical response to
stimulus material

Credits:

3

Resource title:

Reviewing a cultural activity

Resource reference:

Languages 3.2A New Zealand Sign
Language
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and
consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the
achievement standard. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain
information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the
standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting
This activity requires students to select a cultural activity they would like their
audience to experience, or a cultural trend they would like their audience to be aware
of. They are required to prepare a presentation and deliver it to a specified audience.
The cultural activity or trend could be related to Deaf culture: the NZSL national
anthem, increasing Deaf pride, Deaf sports, Deaf Deaf World, increasing access to
TV news programmes through captioning. The activity or trend could be related to
another culture.
Students are required to give a critical response to stimulus material, which could be
from, for example, the internet, other media or organisations and people working in
the chosen area.
Students can choose their own stimulus material or it can be provided. Make sure the
material will captivate your students’ interests and offer plenty of scope for students
to engage with ideas in ways that are expected at level 8 of the curriculum.
The student should research their chosen cultural activity or trend further, using other
resources.

Conditions
This standard assesses the student’s ability to sign in front of an audience and has
effective communication as its focus. Students can choose the audience for their
presentation, for example, a vlog for other young NZSL users or a post for a video
channel.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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When delivering a presentation, students may have prepared notes, cue cards, props
or other supporting material, but they may not read directly from notes. If they do so,
they will not have met the standard.
Provided a student’s presentation meets the communicative purpose of the task, the
length may vary. A length of about 3-4 minutes is suggested. However, at all times
quality is more important than length.
Students may work alone, in pairs or in a group. Where two or more students
construct and perform a presentation together, each must have a significant role in
both the creation and presentation so there is sufficient evidence for assessment of
individual performance.
Methods for recording interactions could include a smart phone, a tablet, a computer
with suitable software or a video camera. The recording of the interactions must be of
good enough quality to ensure all participants can be seen clearly. It must be stored
in a safe and accessible location with secure backup.
Provide specific details on:
•

recording presentations on an electronic device,

•

naming files,

•

storing files,

•

backing files up securely in accordance with your school’s NCEA policies and
procedures.

Resource requirements
Recording equipment.

Additional information
•

the Senior Secondary Teaching and Learning Guides for Languages:
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz/

•

Authenticity considerations are on NZQA website:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-andmoderation/assessment-of-standards/generic-resources/authenticity/

•

NCEA Level 3 Languages NZSL Conditions of Assessment
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91823
Standard title:

Give a clear presentation in New
Zealand Sign Language that
communicates a critical response to
stimulus material

Credits:

3

Resource title:

Reviewing a Cultural activity

Resource reference:

Languages 3.2A New Zealand Sign
Language
Student instructions

Introduction
You have experienced a cultural activity that you believe your audience should
experience, or you have noticed a cultural trend you consider your audience should
be aware of. This assessment activity requires you to prepare and give a signed
presentation in which you explain the cultural activity or trend and justify your belief.
You are required to give a critical response to relevant stimulus material.
You will be assessed on how effective your presentation is.

Task
Prepare and give a clear presentation on the cultural activity or trend you have
chosen. Your preparation should include considering stimulus material from, for
example, the internet, other media or organisations and people working in your
chosen area.
Your presentation must explain and justify a viewpoint. You should:
•

include analysis, interpretation, or evaluation of the stimulus material,

•

structure your argument logically and effectively to inform the audience and
persuade them to accept your position,

•

select and use a range of language and language features that fit the purpose
of the presentation and your chosen audience

Your presentation could include
•

a description of the cultural activity or trend,

•

its origin or significance,

•

the reasons for the viewpoint you are presenting,

•

what could be learned from it,

•

a prediction of your classmates’ reactions to the activity or trend,

•

specific examples from the stimulus material and other related texts or
images.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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The above suggestions are just some of the ways you could communicate a critical
response to stimulus material on the cultural activity or trend. You may comment on
other aspects and in different ways.
You may choose either to give your presentation to the class or to an online
audience, for example, a vlog for other young NZSL users or a post for a video
channel. It will be recorded for assessment purposes. It should be about 3-4 minutes
in length, but quality is more important than length.
Teacher note: Students could be given the choice of working alone, in pairs, or in a
group. If so, modify the above sentence and make it clear that where two or more
students construct and perform a presentation together, each must have a
significant role in both the creation and presentation so that there is sufficient
evidence for assessment of individual performance.

All work must be your own.
You may not use the language samples from the assessment schedule in your own
work without substantial modification.
When delivering your presentation you may have prepared notes, cue cards, props,
or other supporting material, but you may not read directly from your notes. To do so
will mean you have not met the standard.
Teacher note: Clarify for your students the length of time both in and out of class they
will have to prepare their presentations.

At the specified time, deliver your presentation.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Assessment schedule: Languages 91823 New Zealand Sign Language – Reviewing a cultural
activity
Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
The student uses New Zealand Sign
Language to give a clear presentation in
which a viewpoint on a Deaf cultural activity or
trend is explained and justified.
The student communicates a critical response
to stimulus material, that is, the presentation
includes analysis, interpretation or evaluation
of stimulus material.
The student uses New Zealand Curriculum
level 8 communication skills, language and
cultural knowledge.
Communication is achieved overall, although
it may be hindered by inconsistencies in some
places.

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
with Merit

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
with Excellence

The student uses New Zealand Sign
Language to give a clear, convincing
presentation in which a viewpoint on a deaf
cultural activity or trend is explained and
justified.

The student uses New Zealand Sign
Language to give a clear, effective
presentation in which a viewpoint on a Deaf
cultural activity or trend is explained and
justified.

The student communicates a critical response
to stimulus material, that is, the presentation
includes analysis, interpretation or evaluation
of stimulus material.

The student communicates a critical response
to stimulus material, that is, the presentation
includes analysis, interpretation or evaluation
of stimulus material.

The student uses New Zealand Curriculum
level 8 communication skills, language and
cultural knowledge.

The student uses New Zealand Curriculum
level 8 communication skills, language and
cultural knowledge.

The language is generally credible and
connected.

The language is controlled and integrated.

The length of the presentation is about 3-4
minutes.

The student selects and uses a range of
language and language features that are fit
for the purpose and audience.

The student capably selects and successfully
uses a range of language and language
features that are fit for the purpose and
audience.

Film

Communication is not significantly hindered
by inconsistencies.

Communication is not hindered by
inconsistencies.

The length of the presentation is about 3-4
minutes.

The length of the presentation is about 3-4
minutes.

Film

Film

The examples above are indicative
samples only.

The examples above are indicative
samples only.

The examples above are indicative
samples only.

Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the
Achievement Standard.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017

35

Page 6 of 6

v2020

Clarifications for Level 3 Languages
Presentation
Show: Languages Homepage | All Languages clarifications

Give a clear spoken presentation that communicates a critical response to
stimulus material
Updated December 2016. The section on feedback and feed forward has been updated.

Feedback and feed forward on drafts
Teacher feedback and feed forward on students’ drafts should be holistic to ensure that
the final product remains a true representation of the student’s ability. More than one
opportunity for feedback will compromise authenticity. Complex language, with few or no
errors, may indicate that too much feedback has been given.
Language should be the student’s own work. Resources should be used appropriately,
and large chunks of lifted language should be either avoided completely or referenced
and not included in the assessed work.

Content
These standards involve explaining and justifying a viewpoint and communicating a
critical response. This includes analysis, interpretation, or evaluation of the stimulus
material.
Students need to ensure that there is a clear link between their presentation and the
stimulus material.
The best presentations are to the point and close to the allocated times. Development
does not equal length. Suggested time for a level 3 presentation is two to three minutes.
The purpose of this presentation is delivery to an audience. This could be either a face to
face or an online audience. Tasks should ensure that students will have a context which
requires a presentation as opposed to a piece of writing, e.g. a video/podcast application
for a place on an exchange.

Communication and Language
As this is a spoken presentation, inconsistencies do not relate solely to errors in
vocabulary or grammar. Inconsistencies in communication may relate to the following:
language features, pronunciation, intonation, rhythm patterns, delivery speed, audibility,
stress patterns, or tones. Incorrect language/inconsistencies will affect the grade to the
extent that they hinder communication.
Language features should be taken into account when allocating a grade. A speaker who
speaks very quickly without pausing appropriately for new sentences may have a
presentation which would receive Excellence as a piece of writing, but which will receive
a Merit for this standard. Inconsistencies in delivery speed and stress patterns may
mean that the communication of the message is hindered. Delivery may ultimately affect
the grade.
The nature of the language features used will also be determined by the fact that this is
a spoken presentation, e.g. rhetorical questions, imperatives, use of pauses for emphasis
etc.

Delivery of presentation
Cue cards/text should only be used for support, and students may not read their
presentation in its entirety. If they do so, they cannot be awarded the standard.
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Achievement Standard
Subject Reference

New Zealand Sign Language 3.3

Title

Interact clearly using NZ Sign Language to explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives in different situations

Level

3

Credits

6

Subfield

Languages

Domain

New Zealand Sign Language

Assessment

Internal

Status

Registered

Status date

17 November 2016

Planned review date

31 December 2020

Date version published

17 November 2016

This achievement standard involves interacting clearly using New Zealand Sign Language
(NZSL) to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives in different situations.
Achievement Criteria
Achievement

Achievement with Merit

Achievement with
Excellence

• Interact clearly using New
Zealand Sign Language to
explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives in
different situations.

• Interact clearly using
convincing New Zealand
Sign Language to explore
and justify varied ideas
and perspectives in
different situations.

• Interact clearly using
effective New Zealand
Sign Language to explore
and justify varied ideas
and perspectives in
different situations.

Explanatory Notes
1

This achievement standard is derived from the Learning Languages learning area,
Communication strand, Curriculum Level 8 of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning
Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to the material in the Teaching and
Learning Guide for Languages, Ministry of Education, at
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.

2

Interact clearly using New Zealand Sign Language involves taking an active part in
discussion with a degree of fluency and spontaneity. Taking an active part in
discussion may be demonstrated by accounting for and sustaining own views.
Spontaneity refers to the ability to maintain and sustain an interaction without
previous rehearsal. Interaction may be hindered in some places by inconsistencies
in, for instance:
● articulation of signs
● vocabulary choice
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sign order (syntax)
facial grammar and expression
use of space for reference
fluency and pace of delivery.

Interact clearly using convincing New Zealand Sign Language involves interaction
showing:
● use of a range of language that is fit for purpose and audience
● generally successful selection from a repertoire of language features and
strategies to maintain the interaction.
Interaction is not significantly hindered by inconsistencies.
Interact clearly using effective New Zealand Sign Language involves interaction
showing:
● successful use of a range of language that is consistently fit for purpose and
audience
● skilful selection from a repertoire of language features and strategies to maintain
the interaction.
Interaction is not hindered by inconsistencies.
3

Clearly refers to language that gives no doubt as to intended meaning.

4

Explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives involves finding out about,
evaluating, and giving explanations or evidence to support or challenge the ideas and
perspectives of others.

5

Different situations refers to a range of contexts in New Zealand Sign Language e.g.
informal and formal, social, conversational, familiar and impromptu or unrehearsed
contexts. Interactions may be face-to-face or technologically facilitated.

6

Interactions are characterised by:
● a genuine purpose
● negotiating meaning
● initiating and maintaining
● participating and contributing
● contextually appropriate language
● use of Deaf cultural conventions e.g. gestures
● use of interactive strategies, such as fillers, questioning, interrupting, recognising
cues, agreeing and disagreeing, thanking, encouraging, apologising, pausing,
prompting, seeking clarification.
Not all characteristics may be evident in one interaction.

7

The quality of the selection of interactions, considered as a whole, is more important
than the length.

8

Conditions of Assessment related to this achievement standard can be found at
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.
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Quality Assurance
1

Providers and Industry Training Organisations must have been granted consent to
assess by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against
achievement standards.

2

Organisations with consent to assess and Industry Training Organisations assessing
against achievement standards must engage with the moderation system that applies
to those achievement standards.
Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference
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Internal Assessment Resource
Languages Level 3
This resource supports assessment against Achievement Standard
91824
Standard title:

Interact clearly using NZ Sign Language to
explore and justify varied ideas and
perspectives in different situations

Credits:

6

Resource title:

Young people and the community

Resource reference: Languages 3.3A New Zealand Sign
Language
This resource:
•

Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

•

Supports good assessment practice

•

Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance
process

•

Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school
environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic

Date version published
by Ministry of Education

January 2017

Authenticity of evidence

Teachers must manage authenticity for any
assessment from a public source, because students
may have access to the assessment schedule or
student exemplar material.

To support internal assessment from 2017

Using this assessment resource without modification
may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The
teacher may need to change figures, measurements or
data sources or set a different context or topic to be
investigated or a different text to read or perform.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91824
Standard title:

Interact clearly using NZ Sign Language
to explore and justify varied ideas and
perspectives in different situations

Credits:

6

Resource title:

Young people and the community

Resource reference:

Languages 3.3A New Zealand Sign
Language
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and
consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the
achievement standard. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain
information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the
standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting
The contexts for this activity are community issues that concern young people. The
activity requires students to interact using effective NZSL to explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives. Students submit a portfolio of at least two interactions for
assessment. Each person’s contribution to the interactions should total about 4
minutes, but quality is more important than quantity.
Four scenarios are provided. Successful tasks are adapted from the scenarios to
make them relevant to your students and to reflect their interests. It is important each
scenario is capable of offering varied ideas and perspectives.
The context for each interaction must be different and involve different participants so
that students have the opportunity to use a variety of language and language
features. Examples could include: an interaction between students, one between the
student and a native signer or one between the student and you. Consult with
students when making decisions about participants or media, for example, whether
the interaction is face-to-face or using communication technology.
This task could be used in conjunction with Achievement Standard 91825 Sign a
variety of text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language to explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives. In other words, students could be assessed for their
interactions and their signing for a variety of purposes using the same learning
context. If this is done, ensure that the students are not achieving double credit for
simply reusing the same ideas and language.

Conditions
Although interactions will be in pairs or groups, each student’s work must be
assessed individually.
Students will be rewarded for contributing to, maintaining and sustaining the
interaction. Their range of language in the interactions is not shown through
This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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grammatical structures but rather through their ability to use a range of language and
conversational strategies appropriate to the audience and purpose in order to explore
and justify varied ideas and perspectives in different situations.
Your overall judgement will be made on the basis of the total evidence contained in
the recordings, and should embody confidence that the student is working at that
level reasonably consistently rather than accidentally and occasionally.
Methods for recording interactions could include using a smart phone, a tablet, a
computer with suitable software or a video camera. The recording of the interactions
must be of good enough quality to ensure all participants can be seen clearly. It must
be stored in a safe and accessible location with secure backup.
Methods for recording interactions could include using a smart phone, a tablet, a
computer with suitable software or a video camera. The recording of the interactions
must be of good enough quality to ensure all participants can be seen clearly. It must
be stored in a safe and accessible location with secure backup.
Provide specific details on:
•

recording presentations on an electronic device,

•

naming files,

•

storing files,

•

backing files up securely in accordance with your school’s NCEA policies and
procedures.

Resource requirements
Recording equipment.

Additional information
This resource material should be read in conjunction with:
•

the Senior Secondary Teaching and Learning Guides for languages
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz/

•

Authenticity considerations are on NZQA website:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-andmoderation/assessment-of-standards/generic-resources/authenticity/

•

NCEA Level 3 Languages NZSL Conditions of Assessment
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91824
Standard title:

Interact clearly using spoken NZ Sign
Language to explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives in different
situations

Credits:

6

Resource title:

Young people and the community

Resource reference:

Languages 3.3A New Zealand Sign
Language
Student instructions

Introduction
This assessment activity requires you to take part in a minimum of two interactions in
New Zealand Sign Language.
Interactions will be in pairs or groups, but your work will be digitally recorded and
assessed individually. You are to take part in and digitally record at least two signed
interactions about an issue of concern to you.
Three possible scenarios are provided.
In your interactions, you should:
•

show you are taking an active part in the discussion,

•

spontaneously maintain and sustain the interaction without rehearsal,

•

skilfully select and use a range of language and language features that are fit for
purpose and audience.

You will be assessed on how effectively you use New Zealand Sign Language to
explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
It is suggested that your interactions total about 4 minutes, but quality is more
important than quantity.
You may not use cue cards or a pre-learnt role-play or dialogue as an interaction, but
you may use materials that are authentic and appropriate to the context, for example,
a map or an image.
All contributions must be your own.
You may not use any language from the language samples in the assessment
schedule unless it has been significantly altered. Because this standard assesses
interaction, the language you use should fit naturally into the discussion.
Interactions will take place throughout the year, during or at the end of a relevant
programme of work.

Task
In consultation with your teacher, select a minimum of two of the following scenarios
for your interactions. The scenarios are suggestions only and should not limit your
This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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ideas.
Teacher note: For each scenario, consult with students about suitable pairs,
groups, and media for example, face-to-face or using technology. The following
contexts are examples only. If possible, add one or more of your own, reflecting
areas that are a focus of the teaching and learning programme, or specific class
experiences during the year.

In your interactions, aim to:
•

sign clearly, so your meaning is understood,

•

demonstrate a degree of fluency and spontaneity by maintaining and
sustaining interactions without previous rehearsal,

•

use appropriate interactive strategies such as fillers, asking unprepared
questions and discussing interesting details, interrupting, recognising cues,
prompting, thanking, repeating, inviting agreement or disagreement, seeking
clarification,

•

make appropriate use of cultural conversation such as courtesies and
gestures.

Becoming a Youth Parliament representative
Your local member of parliament (MP) is seeking applications for a young person to
represent your electorate in the New Zealand Youth Parliament.
http://www.myd.govt.nz/news/2015/youth-parliament-2016-members-announced.html
As well as youth MP’s, other young people are chosen to be members of the press
gallery and report on the proceedings. Discuss the pros and cons of applying to be
an MP or a journalist in the next Youth Parliament. You must explore and justify
varied perspectives.
You could do this as part of a group discussion in class, with your teacher and
another student, with a native signer and another student, or through the use of a
social networking tool.
In the discussion, you could:
•

consider the advantages and disadvantages of each role,

•

analyse and evaluate the plus, minus and interesting features of being in the
Youth Parliament,

•

explore and justify the influence you may be able to exert on an issue of
concern to you,

•

predict the future benefits for the young people chosen,

•

explain or give evidence to support or challenge misconceptions about the
Youth Parliament.

The suggestions above are just some aspects of Youth Parliament you could
discuss. In your interaction, you could discuss different aspects, but they must allow
you to engage with ideas in ways that are expected at level 8 of the curriculum.

Technology, good or bad for education?
Your class is planning a debate on the moot that technology has a positive impact on
education in New Zealand. Talk to a classmate about definitions of the words in the
moot, and arguments that could be presented for both the affirmative and negative
teams. You must explore and justify varied perspectives.
This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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You could:
•

examine dictionary definitions to ensure you agree on the meaning of the
moot,

•

justify the evidence and arguments to support one side of the moot and
challenge those of the other side,

•

predict the winning team in the debate and evaluate the likelihood of such a
win.

The suggestions above are just some aspects of the debate you could discuss. In
your interaction, you could discuss different aspects, but they must allow you to
engage with ideas in ways that are expected at level 8 of the curriculum.

Want to help save the environment?
Many New Zealanders are passionate about trying to save the environment. Taking
steps to conserve and reuse is easier than we might think. Have a conversation in
which you discuss ways the environment can be saved by simply changing our daily
habits. You must explore and justify varied perspectives.
You could:
•

consider the benefits to New Zealand from small changes in habits,

•

predict the ways personal changes can help save the environment,

•

analyse environmental issues affecting New Zealand, and discuss
justifications for personal changes helping to solve these issues,

•

evaluate explanations that could be used to challenge the ideas of those who
think the environment does not need saving or who think personal changes
will not be effective,

•

explore evidence that saving the environment is important not only to
individuals but also to the planet,

•

identify positive and negative effects of personal changes on the environment.

The suggestions above are just some aspects of saving the environment you could
discuss. In your interaction, you could discuss different aspects, but they must allow
you to engage with ideas in ways that are expected at level 8 of the curriculum.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Assessment schedule: Languages 91824 New Zealand Sign Language – Young people and the
community
Evidence/Judgements for Achievement

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with
Merit

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with
Excellence

The student interacts using NZSL to explore and
justify varied views and perspectives in different
situations.
The student provides recordings of at least two
signed interactions in different situations.
The student’s overall contribution to the total
interactions is about 4 minutes.
The student takes an active part in the
interactions by accounting for and sustaining their
own views.
The student maintains and sustains the
interaction without previous rehearsal.
Interactions are characterised by use of
appropriate interactive strategies such as fillers,
asking unprepared questions and discussing
interesting details, interrupting, recognising cues,
prompting, thanking, repeating, inviting
agreement or disagreement, seeking clarification.
Cultural conventions are used where appropriate.
Communication is achieved overall, although
interactions may be hindered in some places by
inconsistencies.

The student interacts using convincing NZSL to
explore and justify varied views and perspectives
in different situations.
The student provides recordings of at least two
signed interactions in different situations.
The student’s overall contribution to the total
interactions is about 4 minutes.
The student takes an active part in the
interactions by evaluating, and giving
explanations or evidence to support or challenge
the idea and perspectives of others.
The student uses a range of language that is fit
for purpose and audience.
The student is generally successful in selecting
from a repertoire of language features and
strategies to maintain the interaction.
Interactions are characterised by use of
appropriate interactive strategies such as fillers,
asking unprepared questions and discussing
interesting details, interrupting, prompting,
thanking, repeating, inviting agreement or
disagreement, seeking clarification.
Cultural conventions are used where appropriate.
Interactions are not significantly hindered by
inconsistencies.

The student interacts using effective NZSL to
explore and justify varied views and perspectives
in different situations.
The student provides recordings of at least two
signed interactions in different situations.
The student’s overall contribution to the total
interactions is about 4 minutes.
The student takes an active part in the
interactions by evaluating, and giving
explanations or evidence to support or challenge
the idea and perspectives of others.
The student successfully uses a range of
language that is consistently fit for purpose and
audience.
The student skilfully selects from a repertoire of
language features and strategies to maintain the
interaction.
Interactions are characterised by use of
appropriate interactive strategies such as fillers,
asking unprepared questions and discussing
interesting details, interrupting, recognising cues,
prompting, thanking, repeating, inviting
agreement or disagreement, seeking clarification.
Cultural conventions are used where appropriate.
Interactions are not hindered by inconsistencies.

Film
The examples above are indicative samples only.

Film
The examples above are indicative samples only.

Film
The examples above are indicative samples only.
Discussion of a movie released in cinemas.

Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the
Achievement Standard.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Interact clearly to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives in
different situations.
Updated December 2016. This document has been updated to include language features.

Language Features
A repertoire of language features and strategies to maintain the interaction is required
for this standard. For this reason, it does not produce evidence towards this standard if
students write and learn scripted role plays by heart, or otherwise prepare the total
interaction beforehand. Indicators of the ability to maintain an interaction will not be
evident in such exchanges.
The standard at level 3 requires evidence of spontaneity, i.e. the ability to maintain and
sustain an interaction without previous rehearsal
Features and strategies such as pausing, negotiating meaning, prompting, seeking
clarification etc. can only be in evidence when the student is unaware of all questions
that are asked and has not prepared all answers. For this reason, the use of cue cards
would also render evidence invalid.
Interactions where students can react in a genuine way, and where they are able to
naturally control the direction of the interaction, give students the opportunity to meet
the criteria.

Range
The standard calls for a minimum of two interactions and these must be in different
situations. This will mean that the context and/or purpose and/or type will be different
for each interaction, e.g. negotiating the best way to spend a Saturday evening with
friends will necessitate different language from a discussion of what students did in the
holidays.

Assessing the collection of evidence
The grade will be awarded for the collection of interactions assessed as a whole, i.e.
each interaction will not be assessed individually - the grade will be derived from the
overall quality of the work. Students must show that they are working consciously and
reasonably consistently at the level, rather than accidentally and occasionally.
The sample tasks suggest about four to five minutes interaction in total for level 3.

Language
Incorrect language/inconsistencies will only affect a grade if they hinder communication.
It is important to note that accuracy is not a criterion of this standard. In a realistic
conversation by learners of a second language, errors are natural and should not be
overly penalised.
Whilst inconsistencies that do not affect communication will not affect the grade, for
Excellence, there needs to be sufficient language, outside the language with errors, that
contributes to the criteria of the successful use of a range of language.
At level 3, students need to move beyond simply providing information and into
exploring and justifying a variety of ideas and perspectives. This will involve evaluating,
explaining and providing supporting evidence. Students could also support or challenge
the ideas and perspectives of others.
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New Zealand Sign Language 3.5

Title

Sign a variety of text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language to
explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives

Level

3

Credits

6

Subfield

Languages

Domain

New Zealand Sign Language

Assessment

Internal

Status

Registered

Status date

17 November 2016

Planned review date

31 December 2020

Date version published

17 November 2016

This achievement standard involves signing a variety of text types in clear New Zealand
Sign Language (NZSL) to explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
Achievement Criteria
Achievement

Achievement with Merit

Achievement with
Excellence

• Sign a variety of text types
in clear New Zealand Sign
Language to explore and
justify varied ideas and
perspectives.

• Sign a variety of text types
in clear convincing New
Zealand Sign Language to
explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives.

• Sign a variety of text types
in clear effective New
Zealand Sign Language to
explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives.

Explanatory Notes
1

This achievement standard is derived from the Learning Languages learning area,
Communication strand, Curriculum Level 8 of The New Zealand Curriculum, Learning
Media, Ministry of Education, 2007, and is related to the material in the Teaching and
Learning Guide for Languages, Ministry of Education, at
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz.
Sign a variety of text types in clear New Zealand Sign Language involves organising
text in a linguistically appropriate format and style, and organising informed content.
Communication is achieved overall, despite inconsistencies, such as:
● articulation of signs
● vocabulary choice
● sign order (syntax)
● facial grammar and expression
● use of space for reference
● fluency and pace of delivery.
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Sign a variety of text types in clear convincing New Zealand Sign Language involves
developing ideas and perspectives in NZSL that is generally credible and connected.
A range of language and language features are selected and used that are fit for
purpose and audience. Communication is not significantly hindered by
inconsistencies.
Sign a variety of text types in clear effective New Zealand Sign Language involves
developing ideas and perspectives in NZSL that is controlled and integrated.
Language and language features are capably selected and successfully used that
are fit for purpose and audience. Communication is not hindered by inconsistencies.
2

Variety of text types refers to a range of different text types which have been created
for different audiences and purposes.

3

Clear refers to language that gives no doubt as to intended meaning.

4

Explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives involves evaluating and giving
explanations or evidence to support own ideas and perspectives as well as
supporting or challenging those of others.

5

The quality of the texts, considered as a whole, is more important than length.

6

Conditions of Assessment related to this achievement standard can be found at
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards.

Quality Assurance
1

Providers and Industry Training Organisations must have been granted consent to
assess by NZQA before they can register credits from assessment against
achievement standards.

2

Organisations with consent to assess and Industry Training Organisations assessing
against achievement standards must engage with the moderation system that applies
to those achievement standards.
Consent and Moderation Requirements (CMR) reference
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Internal Assessment Resource
Languages Level 3
This resource supports assessment against Achievement Standard
91825
Standard title:

Sign a variety of text types in clear New
Zealand Sign Language to explore and
justify varied ideas and perspectives

Credits:

6

Resource title:

Youth issues

Resource reference: Languages 3.5A New Zealand Sign
Language
This resource:
•

Clarifies the requirements of the Standard

•

Supports good assessment practice

•

Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance
process

•

Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school
environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic

Date version published
by Ministry of Education

January 2017

Authenticity of evidence

Teachers must manage authenticity for any
assessment from a public source, because students
may have access to the assessment schedule or
student exemplar material.

To support internal assessment from 2017

Using this assessment resource without modification
may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The
teacher may need to change figures, measurements or
data sources or set a different context or topic to be
investigated or a different text to read or perform.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91825
Standard title:

Sign a variety of text types in clear New
Zealand Sign Language to explore and
justify varied ideas and perspectives

Credits:

6

Resource title:

Youth issues

Resource reference:

Languages 3.5A New Zealand Sign
Language
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and
consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.
Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by the
achievement standard. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain
information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the
standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting
This activity requires students to consider issues for young people. In this context,
they produce a minimum of two pieces of signing for different audiences and
purposes.
This resource provides three scenarios, from which students select a minimum of
two. Successful tasks are adapted from the scenarios to make them relevant to your
students and to reflect their interests. It is important each scenario is capable of
offering varied ideas and perspectives and plenty of scope for students to engage
with ideas in ways that are expected at level 8 of the curriculum.
This assessment activity could be used in conjunction with assessment for
Achievement Standard 91824 Interact clearly using NZ Sign Language to explore
and justify varied ideas and perspectives in different situations. In other words,
students could be assessed for their interactive signing and their signing of a variety
of text types, using the same learning context. If this is done, ensure that the
students are not achieving double credit for simply reusing the same ideas and
language.

Conditions
Students need to be made aware of the success criteria, the level of language and
the depth of thinking required at level 8 of the NZ Curriculum. Feedback and feedforward are part of normal classroom practice and give a clear indication to students
of the level at which they are working.
As part of regular teaching and learning, students sign a variety of texts, both free
(spontaneous) and controlled (prepared). Students need sufficient opportunity to sign
a range of texts for a range of purposes, from which they can make a selection for
final submission.

This resource is copyright © Crown 2017
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Although stages of signing include brainstorming, revising and editing, only the final
text is required as evidence. Students could be asked to keep earlier versions in case
authenticity needs to be established.
After negotiation with you, students select a minimum of two texts from their
collection of signed texts and submit these for assessment. This selection must
demonstrate language use across a range of contexts and for a range of purposes.
The total over the texts should be approximately 6-8 minutes. At all times quality is
more important than quantity.
You will consider all pieces submitted before making an holistic judgement. Each
piece will not be assessed separately, but considered in as much as it contributes to
the whole portfolio. Overall judgement will be made from the total evidence collected,
showing that the student is working at a level consciously and reasonably
consistently rather than accidentally and occasionally.
Methods for recording signing could include using a smart phone, a tablet, a
computer with suitable software or a video camera. The recording of the interactions
must be of good enough quality to ensure all participants can be seen clearly. It must
be stored in a safe and accessible location with secure backup.
Provide specific details on:
•

recording signing using an electronic device,

•

naming files,

•

storing files,

•

securely backing up files in accordance with your school’s NCEA policies and
procedures.

Resource requirements
You could support students with accessing and using a range of resources to help
them draft and revise their signing, for example, search engines, word lists, online
sign language dictionaries, textbooks, and grammar notes.

Additional information
This resource material should be read in conjunction with:
•

the Senior Secondary Teaching and Learning Guides for languages
http://seniorsecondary.tki.org.nz/

•

Authenticity considerations are on NZQA website:
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/providers-partners/assessment-andmoderation/assessment-of-standards/generic-resources/authenticity/

•

NCEA Level 3 Languages NZSL Conditions of Assessment
http://ncea.tki.org.nz/Resources-for-Internally-Assessed-Achievement-Standards
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Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement standard: 91825
Standard title:

Sign a variety of text types in clear New
Zealand Sign Language to explore and
justify varied ideas and perspectives

Credits:

6

Resource title:

Youth issues

Resource reference:

Languages 3.5A New Zealand Sign
Language
Student instructions

Introduction
You are a young person who is concerned about specific issues affecting young
people in society. In this context, you are required to produce a minimum of two
signed texts for different audiences and purposes.
You will be assessed on how effectively you use New Zealand Sign Language to
explore and justify a variety of ideas and perspectives in your signed texts.

Task
You are a young person living in a constantly changing world. In consultation with
your teacher, choose text types for at least two of the three scenarios given. The
scenarios are suggestions only and should not limit your ideas.
Use your language and cultural knowledge to create texts that are appropriate for
your chosen audience. Ensure the content is informed, well-organised and fit for
purpose and audience.
The length of the texts may vary. The total length across the texts should be
approximately 6-8 minutes. However, quality is more important than quantity. Make
sure your signed texts collectively demonstrate the quality and depth of thinking
needed for this standard.
Draft and rework your signing over time. You may use resources such as the NZSL
dictionary app, search engines, NZSL resource books and people (friends, family,
native signers). Keep all drafts of your work. You may be asked to verify the
authenticity of your work by doing further signing in class. Only your final versions will
be assessed.
The work you submit must be your own. You may not copy or otherwise reuse
language that has been created by someone else, nor may you ask someone else to
do any signing for you.
You may include ideas and information from sources other than your own direct
experience, for example, research, articles, films, or discussions with native signers.
However unmodified extracts from any external source may not be included without
acknowledgement of sources and will not be considered for the final achievement
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judgement. You may not use the language samples from the assessment schedule in
your own work without substantial modification.
The signing will take place throughout the year, during or at the conclusion of a
relevant programme of work.
In your signing, you should:
•

explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives,

•

use language and language features that are appropriate for purpose and
audience.

Across the texts, you should:
•

sign clearly so you communicate your intended meaning,

•

use language that is controlled and integrated,

•

make appropriate use of New Zealand Curriculum level 8 communication
skills, language knowledge and cultural knowledge.

Youth Parliament
Every year, 120 young people are chosen to be representatives in a Youth
Parliament in Wellington. Each MP chooses a young person to represent them and
their community. MP’s use different selection methods. Some applicants are asked to
prepare speeches on pre-set topics, others are asked to record a video or attend
interviews. Some MPs even used social media to get the local community voting for
their Youth MP.
http://www.myd.govt.nz/news/2015/youth-parliament-2016-members-announced.html
Chose an application method and an issue you feel strongly about. Sign an
application to your local MP, outlining the reasons you and your issue deserve to be
represented in the Youth Parliament. In your application, you must explore and justify
varied ideas and perspectives.
In your application, you could:
•

discuss your motivation for becoming a youth parliamentarian,

•

present the issue that you would like the opportunity to debate,

•

consider causes and effects of the issue,

•

present justifications or evidence for your own ideas on the issue,

•

evaluate and give explanations or evidence to support or challenge the views
of others

•

analyse and evaluate possible solutions for the problem.

Saving the environment – achievable or not?
You are passionate about saving the environment, but have noticed some young
people behave as if they don’t care. Sign a persuasive text designed to inspire young
people to join you in taking action. In your text, you must explore and justify varied
ideas and perspectives.
You could
•

examine your own motivation and beliefs about the environment,

•

consider reasons young people may behave as if they don’t care about the
environment,
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•

present advantages for taking action,

•

explore behaviour changes and ways to support each other to make changes,

•

offer justified challenges to those reluctant to change.

Technology and interpersonal communication
You have noticed in social situations that many people are using personal technology
instead of focussing on the people they are with. Sign a text that challenges such
behaviour. In your text, you must explore and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
You could:
•

consider reasons people use personal technology at social events,

•

justify varied views on effects of personal technology on face to face
communication,

•

explore and challenge the views of others, such as those who use technology
or those who do not have technology or people of an older generation,

•

research, analyse and evaluate trends in effects of the use of technological
devices on interpersonal communication.
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Assessment schedule: Languages 91825 New Zealand Sign Language – Youth Issues
Evidence/Judgements for Achievement

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with
Merit

Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with
Excellence

The student signs a variety text types in clear
New Zealand Sign Language to explore and
justify varied ideas and perspectives.
The student provides recordings of at least two
different text types which have been created for
different audiences and purposes.
The total length of the text types is
approximately 6-8 minutes.
Across the texts, the student explores and
justifies varied ideas and perspectives. This is
done by:
• evaluating and giving explanations or
evidence to support their own ideas and
perspectives
• supporting or challenging the ideas and
perspectives of others.
The texts:
• consist of content that is informed and fit
for purpose and audience
• are organised in a linguistically appropriate
format and style
• make appropriate use of New Zealand
Curriculum level 8 communication,
language and cultural knowledge.
Communication is achieved overall despite
inconsistencies.

The student signs a variety text types in clear
convincing New Zealand Sign Language to explore
and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
The student provides recordings of at least two
different text types which have been created for
different audiences and purposes.
The total length of the text types is approximately 68 minutes.
Across the texts, the student explores and justifies
varied ideas and perspectives. This is done by using
language that is generally credible and connected
to:
• evaluate and give explanations or evidence to
support their own ideas and perspectives
• support or challenge the ideas and perspectives
of others.
The texts:
• demonstrate use of a range of language and
language features that are fit for purpose and
audience
• are organised in a linguistically appropriate
format and style
• make appropriate use of New Zealand
Curriculum level 8 communication, language
and cultural knowledge.
Communication is not significantly hindered by
inconsistencies.

The student signs a variety text types in clear
effective New Zealand Sign Language to explore
and justify varied ideas and perspectives.
The student provides recordings of at least two
different text types which have been created for
different audiences and purposes.
The total length of the text types is approximately
6-8 minutes.
Across the texts, the student explores and
justifies varied ideas and perspectives. This is
done by using language that is controlled and
integrated to:
• evaluate and give explanations or evidence to
support their own ideas and perspectives
• support or challenge the ideas and
perspectives of others.
The texts:
• demonstrate capable selection and
successful use of a range of language and
language features that are fit for purpose and
audience
• are organised in a linguistically appropriate
format and style
• make appropriate use of New Zealand
Curriculum level 8 communication, language
and cultural knowledge.
Communication is not hindered by
inconsistencies.

For example:
Film
The examples above are indicative samples
only.
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Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the
Achievement Standard.
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