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“I am a Senior Lecturer in the School of Communications at AUT. I do practice-based research which, in my case,
involves moving image and documentary work. My current project “Shoe Stories” involves looking at the craft of
shoemaking in various countries around the world.
When I explored some funding options for a research and filming trip to
Japan, a colleague suggested that I apply for NZJEP. Organising and filming
in an overseas country like Japan is expensive and the NZJEP funding I
received was vital. It allowed me to work with a great interpreter and paid
for accommodation costs.
I had visited Japan in November 2016 to explore filming possibilities and do
some general research. It was from this trip that I realised how important
Japan was to my project. When I returned there early in 2018, I met and
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Filming a reconstruction of the Nikko
filmed such a wide range of people, from high-end bespoke shoemakers, to
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academics, Buddhist monks and Shinto priests. I am still unpacking the
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breadth and variety of experiences that I lived and filmed. One of the key
understandings has been to do with looking at the value of craft and the craftsman in Japanese society, both in a
traditional and modern sense. I was a little worried about the paucity of
my Japanese language skills when I was planning this project but I felt
supported and encouraged by the people I met in Japan and found it a
fantastic place to work in and explore.
Shoe Stories will be a feature length documentary that will take several
years to finish but I will also be writing some academic papers on various
topics. The shift from the Edo-era to Meiji industrialisation is a key period
that I want to look at more closely as it represented a huge change in the
way products were made and also a change in the structure of Japanese
society itself.
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I really hope from Shoe Stories audiences will get a glimpse of a Japan that
is not always visible in tourist videos. I feel privileged to have met some
amazing people and I hope their stories will encourage people to look
more closely at Japanese crafts and lifestyles.

A meeting of minds: Seppuku Pistols’
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I think the most important part of my work is beginning a dialogue
between people and, in this project, between countries. What the NZJEP
project allowed me to do was to develop meaningful working relationships
with Japanese colleagues and documentary subjects. I am already trying to
plan my next trip back there and consolidate my project but also to engage
in other collaborative work. Funding from the NZJEP (at this early stage of
the film) has given my research and film project a momentum that would
not have been there otherwise. Ultimately, I think, this support will allow
me to tell a story with a much wider scope. ”
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